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these things not knowing what they say, or to
whom they say it; yet certainly the thing is the
same.

And this too gives us a light into the ancient
practices of the magicians in Arabia and t Egypt,
and the nature of those things which the Scripture
calls enchantments; and how, and to what uses,
those enchantments were obtained and applied.
Take the whole in this summary account, which I
gather from the exactest observation of the usage
of those times, and of the behaviour of the people
in the following ages.

Of the nature and original of enchantments.

The story of the Devil and Ali Albrahazen the
Sabean or Persian, stands as a good foundation ; we
have another without a name, an Egyptian, I will
not add a name by way of invention, because I will
not put my sanction to the truth of all the particu-
lars, but the story is of the same use, whether one
word of the fact be true or no. And so, though I
might take up some time with vouchers for the re-
lation, I leave it upon your hands as a current tra-
dition, for those things are too ancient for quota-
tion of any sort.

N. B. There is no room to question, but that in
Arabia, Egypt, Syria, and those countries, where so
much magic was at first practised, and where the
Devil's correspondence with mankind was begun,
where magic was in its perfection for so many
ages, and practised with such apparent success,
there are a great many strange stories current to
this day, and the mouths of the people are still
filled with traditional accounts of the wonders of
the ancients, their strange performances, and the
effects of their magical skill; the people are full of